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There is a Difference.

620-792-1321
WWW.SUNFLOWERDIV.COM

Celebrating Over 51 YEARS 
of Serving People with 

Developmental Disabilities!

Early Education
Case Management   •  Disability Supports

Residential Assistance
Community Employment

Recycling & Manufacturing
General Public Transportation

Westside Market

www.greatbend.org

Exceptional Care Close to Home

Call for an appointment: 620-669-2500

Hutchinson Clinic Physicians 
Serving the Great Bend,  

Hoisington & Ellinwood Areas
GREAT BEND:

Hutchinson Clinic Great Bend / 3715 6th Street
Dr. Jamil Ahmed, Cardiologist

Tricia Gilligan, PA, Pulmonology
Natalie Williams, PA, Pulmonolgy

Dr. Curt Thompson, Interventional Radiologist

ELLINWOOD:
Ellinwood Medical Clinic / 611 N. Main

Dr. Lindsay Nordwald, OBGYN

HOISINGTON:
Clara Barton Medical Clinic / 250 W 9th St

Dr. Geoffrey Kraemer, Podiatrist
Dr. Costy Mattar, Cardiologist
Dr. Christine Sanders, OBGYN

Dr. Curt Thompson, Interventional Radiologist

www.hutchclinic.com

CHAMBER COFFEE SCHEDULE 
Every Thursday | Doors Open at 9am | Program at 9:30am 

  
January 4, 2018

HABITAT FOR HUMANITY: BARTON COUNTY AREA 
Spray Holt Family Board Room | 1125 Williams Street in Great Bend

Seeking to put God’s love into action, Habitat for Humanity brings people together to build 
homes, communities and hope. Tickets will be on sale for the “Barton County’s Got Flavor” 

fundraiser coming up January 20, 2018.

January 11, 2018
YOGA CENTRAL OF KANSAS 
6003 W. 10th Street in Great Bend

Yoga Central’s Studio Fitness Professionals, Morgan and Danielle, bring a wealth of knowledge, 
experience, and growth to Central Kansas. Join us for a variety of Yoga Classes and Pilates 

inspired classes, including POP Pilates!

January 18, 2018
CENTRAL KANSAS CASA 

Great Bend Public Library Basement | 1409 Williams Street in Great Bend
The mission of Central Kansas CASA, Inc. is to serve as an advocate for abused and neglected 
children by providing a pool of trained caring volunteers who speak for the best interest of a 

child until a safe, loving, and permanent home is found.

January 25, 2018
HAVE IT MAID CLEANING SERVICE 

Spray Holt Family Board Room | 1125 Williams Street in Great Bend 
Have it Maid Cleaning Service provides professional, reliable cleaning for homes and businesses 

in the Great Bend area. We offer several different plans to fit every budget, and residential 
customers can choose between weekly or bi-weekly contracts.  

Give us a call for a free consultation: 620-805-3095. “You CAN Have it Maid!”

February 1, 2018
SHOE SENSATION 

3407 10th Street in Great Bend
We LOVE Shoes!!!  Our mission at Shoe Sensation, Inc. is to provide quality and brand name 

footwear for the entire family. From toddlers to seniors, our large selection of shoes has 
something for everyone as the typical Shoe Sensation will showcase over 10,000 pairs of the 

latest styles.

® 3307 10th Street  •  Great Bend, KS 67530

McDonald’s 
is providing coffee for Chamber of Commerce coffees.

Continued on Page 2

Todd ArmatysAaron Andrews

Taylor Dirks, 
Treasurer

Julie Spray

Brandon Lawellin, 
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AJ Chrest,  
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Casey HarbourRebecca FordGaila DemelAustin CoyanCindy Brooke

Nancy SundahlLacey SchofieldJon PrescottSclie Murray

With the changing of the calendar year 
comes a change in leadership and new 
goals for the Great Bend Chamber of 
Commerce & E.D. Board of Directors. The 
Chamber welcomes eight new members 
to its diverse board, representing a wide 
range of industries and backgrounds. 

Teresa Mazouch

Taylor Calcara, Chair

2018Board of Directors  
Set, Officers Elected

Paul Snapp, 
Past Chair

Diann Henderson

Vicki Berryman 
City of Great Bend

Khris Thexton 
USD 428

Jennifer Schartz 
Barton County

Dr. Carl Heilman 
BCC

Christina Hayes 
Visitors Bureau

Ex-Officio

Pete Wesner



514 Cleveland Street
Great Bend, Kansas

(620) 792-8833
gbregional.com

EMERGENCY ROOM 
Open 24 / 7 / 365

URGENT CARE
Open Daily 8 to 8
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877.625.7872 • nex-tech.com

Nex-Tech-ology
The Science of Delivering 

Premium Technology Solutions

3700 10th St • 792.3908 • nex-tech.com

Welcome to Our NEW 
Chamber Members 

DILLY & DOC
Brad and Phyllis Brack, Owners

1119 Main / Great Bend, KS
(620) 786-1241
Craft-N-Things

CARR AUCTION & REAL ESTATE
909 Auction Ave / Larned, KS 67550

(620) 285-7340
www.carrauction.com

Auctioneers – Real Estate – Real Estate 
Appraisers

DOTERRA AROMATOUCH THERAPY
CATHY MORRIS, MASSAGE THERAPIST

Hoisington, KS 67544
(620) 786-4585

Massage Therapy

HARD RIGHT ROLLING BOUTIQUE
Alisha Wondra & Ruth Joiner, Owners

1407 12th / Great Bend, KS
(620) 282-2200

Retail – Gift Stores

MPIRE REALTY GROUP
Mac Holman, Realtor

551 W. 8th / Hoisington, KS 67544
620-639-1876

www.mpirerealtyks.com
Real Estate

GLEASON LANDSCAPING
Sean Gleason, Owner

5532 Eisenhower / Great Bend, KS
620-639-1876

gleasonlandscapingks@gmail.com
Landscape Design / Nurseries

SOUTH OF THE TRACKS BBQ
Chance DeForest & Logan Burns, Co-Owners

189 S US Hwy 281 / Great Bend, KS
620-617-3632

southofthetracksbbq@gmail.com
Catering

KELLER REAL ESTATE & 
INSURANCE AGENCY
Jane Saindon, Realtor

1101 Williams / Great Bend, KS
620-792-4711

www.kelleragency.com
Real Estate

Five Common New Year Organizing MistakesContinued from Page 1

Getting organized is often a resolution for 
the New Year. Typically, 2B Organized of Central 
Kansas receives calls from people needing help, a 
guiding hand and expertise for their organizing 
project. Their goal is often to create order out of 
chaos, be more productive, or to create systematic flow in their home or office. There are 
some important things to remember BEFORE tackling that organizing project!

Buying Organizing Containers First
Containers, baskets and bins play an important role in creating an organized, pretty 

and practical space. We find many people already own plenty of storage containers. We 
uncover them as we go through the process of planning and organizing a space.

Underestimating How Long It Will Take
Did you know organizing an office often takes longer than organizing a garage? 

Underestimating how long it will take to organize a space is a common mistake. The 
organizing process requires making difficult decisions about what to keep, purge or 
donate while also keeping the goal of a more organized space a priority. We can be the 
caring friend to help get through the process faster than trying to do it on your own. 

Biting Off More Than You Can Chew
When we work with clients, we often schedule a 3 hour block of time as most people 

become fatigued and can’t concentrate longer than 3-4 hours on a project. With that in 
mind, when you plan out your own projects, start small, celebrate each little WIN and then 
move on. It’s much better to pace yourself, both in a single organizing session, and as part 
of your overall organizing plan. 

The Stashing Solution
People tend to “stash” as a way to quickly see results in the current space they are 

working on. Instead of “stashing”, remember the Golden Rule of Organizing....everything 
needs to have a HOME!  Once everything has an established “home” it’s easier to keep a 
space organized and you are creating long term systems that work over time.

Viewing Organizing As a One-Time Event
Many people have an unrealistic expectation that their now organized space will 

maintain that orderly look forever. To be successful at KEEPING your space organized, 
you’ll need to do maintenance!! Schedule 20 minutes at the end of every day, an hour at 
the end of every week to tackle all the “surface” clutter that occurs on a daily basis.

Now that you’re aware of the mistakes that most people make when organizing their 
space, you’ll be better prepared to tackle your next big organizing project!!  But if you find 
yourself feeling overwhelmed by the process or don’t know where to begin, or perhaps 
you need a caring helping hand to guide you, contact 2B Organized of Central Kansas to 
schedule a consultation. We can listen and help you decide the BEST way to conquer your 
clutter once and for all. Owner Sonya Rein can be reached at 620-617-8195.

Mind Sculpt Games Welcomes Winter to Team
Mind Sculpt Games, located at 1401 N Main in Great Bend 

KS, would like to introduce their newest employee, Dayton 
Winter. Dayton graduated from the honors program at 
Sterling College with a Psychology Degree and will help Mind 
Sculpt Games drive their mission of creating community and 
healthy relationships through face to face interactive games. 
Dayton and his wife Emily, who works as a teacher assistant at 
Lincoln Elementary, have recently relocated to the community.

Offering expanded hours in 2018, Mind Sculpt Games is 
open Monday - Friday 12 p.m. to 9 p.m. and Saturdays 12 
p.m. to 6 p.m. Mind Sculpt Games is a family game store with board games, card games, 
miniatures, paints and more, set to help build community through games that build 
brains. Visit mindsculptgames.com or check them out on Facebook to find out more.

Local Art Selected for National Watercolor Exhibition
Two works by Steve Dudek, “Canna” and “Summer”, were 

accepted into the Kansas Watercolor Society National Watercolor 
Exhibition. Art student and Director 
of Student Life Diane Engle also has 
a piece in the exhibition titled, “The 
Black Pearl”. The exhibition runs 
until December 17 at the Wichita 
Center for Arts on 912 E. Central in 
Wichita. Read more: bartonccc.edu.

Keller Hosts After Hours for 50th Anniversary
Keller Real Estate & Insurance Agency Invites 

You to Their 50th Anniversary, Customer 
Appreciation & Chamber After Hours on Thursday, 
January 11th. The celebration will take place from 
5:30 to 7:30 p.m. at the Columbus Club, 723 Main 
Street, and will include door prizes, a taco bar, and 
adult beverages!

2018 Board of Directors Announced
Beginning three-year terms are Todd Armatys (Edward Jones), Jon Prescott 

(Sunflower Diversified Services), Lacey Schofield (Best Western Angus Inn), Julie Spray 
(The FieldHouse), Rick Taylor (Nex-Tech) and Pete Wesner (CUNA Mutual Retirement 
Solutions). Representing the Chamber Ambassadors in 2018 is Cindy Brooke (Heartland 
Taxes & More), and representing BCYP, Austin Coyan (ABB&B). The Executive 
Committee of the Chamber Board is designed to transition leadership smoothly. The 
2018 President is Taylor Calcara (Watkins Calcara Chtd.), 1st Vice President AJ Chrest 
(Aflac), 2nd Vice President Brandon Lawellin (Sutherlands), Immediate Past Chairman 
Paul Snapp (First Kansas Bank) and Treasurer Taylor Dirks (ABB&B). While the main 
areas of focus for the Chamber remain Advocacy for Business, Marketing & Promotion, 
Investment in the Future & Member Services, new initiatives or goals seem to emerge 
based on the leadership of the executive committee to tackle issues or enhance the 
Chamber’s role in the community. The Chamber embarks on each New Year with 
optimism and excitement for what new programs or services might emerge for their 
members.

Continuing their service on the board is Aaron Andrews (MPIRE Realty), Gaila Demel 
(UWCK), Rebecca Ford (Catholic Charities of SW KS), Casey Harbour (WATCO), Diann 
Henderson (Great Bend Rec Commission), Teresa Mazouch (Wheatland Electric), Sclie 
Murray (Murray Chiropractic Center), and Nancy Sundahl (Mary Kay Cosmetics). Ex-
Officio board members are Vicki Berryman (City Council), Khris Thexton (USD 428), 
Jennifer Schartz (BT County Commission), Dr. Carl Heilman (BCC), and Christina Hayes 
(CVB).

The Chamber also looks forward to recognizing the service and dedication of their 
retiring board members at the 96th Annual Chamber Banquet scheduled for Saturday, 
February 17th. The members who have finished their term on the board are Dennis 
Neeland (Great Bend Coop), Matt Dykes (Epoxy Poly), Megan Hammeke (BCYP & Great 
Bend Rec Commission), Rodrigo Razo (Playa Azul), Leilani Schenkel (Almost Home), 
Aaron Spanier (ILS), and Steve Swigart (Ambassadors & Sunflower Bank).



April 4-6, 2018
www.greatbendfarmandranchexpo.net

7TH ANNUAL

April 4th  9 a.m. to 5 p.m.
April 5th  9 a.m. to 7 p.m.
April 6th  9 a.m. to 4 p.m.

Reserve your exhibitor 
space today!
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Outlook Business Journal
A monthly publication of the  

Web address: www.greatbend.org

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE
Chairman

Taylor Calcara, Watkins Calcara Chtd.

Vice Chairman
AJ Chrest, Aflac District Coordinator

2nd Vice Chairman
Brandon Lawellin, Sutherlands

Immediate Past Chairman
Paul Snapp, First Kansas Bank

Treasurer
Taylor Dirks, Adams Brown Beran & Ball

BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Aaron Andrews

MPIRE Realty Group

Todd Armatys
Edward Jones Investments

Cindy Brooke
Heartland Taxes / Ambassador Club

Gaila Demel
Uniteted Way of Central Kansas

Rebecca Ford
Catholic Charities of Southwest Kansas

Casey  Harbour
Watco Companies

Diann Henderson
Great Bend Recreation Commission

Teresa Mazouch
Wheatland Electric Cooperative

Dr. Sclie Murray
Murray Chiropractic Center

Jon Prescott
Sunflower Diversified Services

Lacey Schofield
Best Western Angus Inn

Julie Spray
The Fieldhouse

Nancy Sundahl
Mary Kay Cosmetics

Pete Wesner
CUNA Mutual Retirement Solutions

EX-OFFICIO
Vicki Berryman, Great Bend City Council

Christina Hayes, Great Bend CVB
Jennifer Schartz, Barton County Commission
Dr. Carl Heilman, Barton Community College

Khris Thexton, USD #428 

CHAMBER STAFF
Jan Peters, President/CEO

jpeters@greatbend.org

Andrea Bauer, Director of Business Development
abauer@greatbend.org

Megan Barfield, Member Relations Coordinator
mbarfield@greatbend.org

Kim Wiens, Business Manager
kwiens@greatbend.org

1125 Williams, 
Great Bend, KS 67530
Phone: 620-792-2401

Fax: 620-792-2404
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People on the Move - New Hires, Promotions & News
Just In Time Remodeling Welcomes Anthony Broeder

Just In Time Remodeling is pleased to introduce Anthony Broeder 
as the newest member of their team. A native of Hoisington, Broeder 
has several years of experience in the construction trade, working 
both in residential remodeling as well as in investment properties.

“We are excited to have Anthony helping us remodel kitchens and 
bathrooms in Central Kansas,” says Justin Mawhirter, owner. “He has 
a passion for impressive transformations, and the skills to make it 
happen.”

Broeder has been on board part time since late November, as he is 
finishing out the season as the head coach of the Hoisington men’s 
basketball team. In mid January, Broeder will be full time with Just In 
Time Remodeling.

The locally owned company specializes in kitchens and bathrooms, 
but they can also remodel other rooms for homeowners within a 20 
mile radius of Great Bend. For more information or to request a quote, visit their website: www.
justintimeremodeling.com. Customers can also reach Mawhirter by phone at 620-617-1714 or 
find the Just In Time Remodeling page on Facebook.

More Opportunities to Create in Great Bend
Since opening in March of 2015, Brick 

Alley Creative Studio has welcomed over 
400 guests to their small studio for art 
classes, craft nights, chalk paint demos, 
and more. In the New Year, the concept 
of Brick Alley will multiply with the 
opening of the Dilly & Doc Studio on 
Main St in Great Bend. 

The mother-daughter duo of Andrea 
Bauer & Phyllis Brack started Brick Alley 
together in 2015 and are excited about 
providing Great Bend with more 
opportunities at both spaces in 2018. 
Classes at both locations bring people 
together in a social environment and flex their attendee’s creative muscles as they are 
guided, step-by-step, through a project. Moving forward, Brick Alley will focus on canvas 
painting classes while Dilly & Doc Studio will offer a variety of craft classes, wood 
projects, chalk paint, and more.  The larger space at Dilly & Doc provides opportunity for 
bigger classes and bigger projects.

“Think furniture…” said Brack, owner of Dilly & Doc, “for example, in our studio we will 
be able to teach 101 classes for how to use chalk paint, but we’ll also have the space for 
people to bring their own furniture pieces to rejuvenate & repurpose.” 

Speaking to the positive benefits of creativity, Bauer said, “Creative outlets are good 
for our community! When attendees gather around a table to paint, it’s the laughter, 
relationships, stress relief and fun that we see as the most important product… and of 
course, the art is beautiful too!” 

For more information, you can find both businesses on Facebook or through the 
Chamber’s online membership directory. 

Barton County Young Professionals Spotlight
In December, the Barton County Young 

Professionals gathered for their annual 
“Party with a Purpose” event, which 
doubles as a volunteer project as well as a 
social event. This year’s sponsors, Straub 
International and Central Kansas Whitetails, 
hosted the event in the hunting lodge that 
serves as home base for the hunting guide 
company. More than 100 members of the 
BCYP group attended, and each person 
brought donations of pajamas, personal 
hygiene items, snacks, and books needed to 
assemble duffle bags of goodies for children 
served by Central Kansas CASA. Caitlyn Eakin, 
the Executive Director for CASA, attended and 
gave a brief overview of the nonprofit organization’s work. She also introduced several 
members of the BCYP group who are CASA volunteers.

The Barton County Young Professionals group exists to fulfill three objectives: Lead. 
Network. Volunteer. In January, the group will continue in the Volunteer piece of that 
mission by hosting a 2-hour workshop so that members can help assemble United Way 
Literacy Kits. These kits are given to students attending Kindergarten roundup events in 
the spring all over Barton and Pawnee County, to encourage early literacy and improved 
Kindergarten readiness. The event has been scheduled for Thursday, January 18th from 
5:30 - 7:30 p.m. in the Spray-Holt Family Board Room, 1125 Williams. Pizza and 
refreshments will be provided for all who volunteer. Anyone interested should visit the 
Barton County Young Professionals facebook page, or email bartonyp@gmail.com.

Shelter Insurance Welcomes Sheree Marshall
Shelter Insurance Deanna Vannoster Agency is excited to welcome 

Sheree Marshall to the team! Sheree is licensed in property/casualty 
and life/health insurance and brings 2 years of insurance experience 
to the agency. A lifelong resident of Great Bend, Sheree and her 
husband Larry own and operate Marhsall’s Towing. Sheree is standing 
by to serve your existing policy needs, quote your insurance in order 
to earn your business, or advise you of how Shelter Insurance can be 
your shield and your shelter! 

Sunflower Welcomes Lisa Milton to Board of Directors
Lisa Milton is new to the Sunflower Diversified Services Board of 

Directors but she already is “impressed with the staff and other board 
members” at the non-profit agency.

Milton, rural Hudson, is the new Stafford County board member. 
She joins other volunteers from Sunflower’s five-county service area.
The agency serves infants, toddlers and adults with developmental 
delays and disabilities in Barton, Pawnee, Rice, Rush and Stafford 
counties. Sunflower is in its 51st year.

“I have heard about Sunflower over the years and know some 
of the agency’s clients here in Stafford County,” Milton said. “Sunflower has a legacy of giving 
people many opportunities to grow and learn new ways to become productive. When Sunflower 
clients are able to work and earn a paycheck, it is so rewarding to them.”

Milton is a Great Bend High School graduate and attended Barton Community College. She 
worked for Stafford County for 28 years; she was County Treasurer for 12 years. She and her 
husband, Ivan, also farm and ranch. The Miltons have one daughter, Christa, and one son, Jacob.

“I want to use all my experiences to encourage more support for Sunflower in Stafford and 
the other four counties,” Milton commented. “I want to be part of giving clients opportunities to 
learn new skills. I know families are so pleased to see the levels of independence reached by their 
loved ones.”

Jon Prescott, Sunflower executive director, said Milton is a valuable addition to the board. 
“We are blessed to have Lisa join our agency to represent Stafford County,” Prescott said. “She 
has a caring heart for those who need a helping hand. And her many years of experience as 
Stafford County Treasurer will provide us with insight into governmental affairs at the local and 
state levels.”



SEE SAMPLES & PRICING AT
MARKETINGMAVENCONSULTING.COM

CALL TODAY: 620-786-4896

Website Design
Video Production

Facebook Marketing
Logo Design

Business Cards
Brochures & Rack Cards

Postcards & Flyers
Advertising Design

& Lots More!

Making your business look good.

HEATING COOLING PLUMBING

YOUR PROBLEM

Toll Free: 800-937-3030
comfortproks.com

IS NO PROBLEM
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The Great Bend Chamber, in partnership 
with Kansas WorkforceONE and GBHS, 
would like to introduce you to the 1st 
Annual Building Bridges – Great Bend!  
Scheduled for Tuesday, February 20th 

at 7pm at Great Bend High School, this 
is an event that has been presented in 

numerous communities across our area 
to bring Business/Industry, Economic 

Development, Workforce Development 
and Education together. This program 
is proven to help identify what schools 

should be teaching the students in 
effort to prepare them to be a viable 

part of our workforce.  

Here’s where we need YOUR help - 
the event is only successful if business 

leaders like you attend and provide 
this valuable feedback to Great Bend 
High School. This event is open to all 
professionals working in the area; it 
is not limited business owners or HR 
managers. We hope you’ll take some 
time to review the insert included in 

this month’s Outlook Business Journal, 
and be on the look-out for more 
information to be sent via email. 

YOU’RE INVITED – 
First Ever Building 

Bridges Event 
Scheduled Feb. 20

Nex-Tech Photography Contest Open for Entries
Walt Disney understood the magic of 

photography, saying, “Of all our inventions for 
mass communication, pictures still speak the most 
universally understood language.” 

Being a locally-produced publication, the Central 
Kansas Nex-Tech Directory wants to communicate 
something special about the essence of central Kansas using a photograph for the 
cover of the 2018 directory. The image selected will win $300!

The Cover Photo Contest for the Central Kansas Nex-Tech Directory closes on 
January 31, 2018, with winners announced in late February. Although the contest is 
not limited to residents of Kansas, the photographs submitted must have been taken 
in the directory’s coverage area, within one of the following Kansas counties:  Barton, 
Pawnee, Rice, Rush or Stafford.

Both amateur and professional photographers of any age may submit up to 5 photos 
for entry as long as they are each on individual entry forms. There is no cost to enter, 
but photos must be free of watermarks, copyrights, or other graphics, and a model 
release form is required for any people in the photo.

Spend your summer selecting or capturing great images and submit them for a 
chance to win $300 and have your photo on the cover of the 2018 Central Kansas Nex-
Tech Directory. For detailed rules and guidelines and to enter your photo, visit www.
nex-tech.com/PhotoContest today. 

Catholic Charities Offers Infant Adoption Class
For couples struggling to start a family, there 

is hope. There are selfless birthparents looking 
for couples who can offer a better life for their 
child than they are able to provide. To help couples 
navigate the adoption process, Catholic Charities is 
offering an Infant Adoption Orientation on January 
12, 2018 from 1 to 3 at the Newman Center, 236 
San Jose, Dodge City KS.  

“Catholic Charities is committed to providing education and support for birthparents 
as they create an adoption plan, and for couples who want to adopt,” said Lori 
Titsworth, Adoption Social Worker. “So many times, people are interested in adoption 
but believe it is too expensive, there is a long waiting list, or they misunderstand open 
infant adoption. We encourage couples who want to learn more about adoption to join 
us for this educational opportunity. You won’t be sorry.”

Catholic Charities of Southwest Kansas is part of a national Catholic Charity network 
that has been looking after the needs of children, parents and families for more than 
100 years. Catholic Charities is licensed by the State of Kansas Department of Health 
and Environment to place children in safe homes, and has been providing adoption 
services in southwest Kansas for more than 50 years. For more information about 
adoption services at Catholic Charities, or this adoption orientation series, contact Lori 
Titsworth at ltitsworth@CatholicCharitiesSWKS.org, or by phone at 620-792-1393.

St. Francis Encourages Community to Foster
Have you ever thought about becoming 

a Foster Parent? The need is great and 
the rewards are many. Currently we need 
22 more families in Great Bend that are 
willing to provide care to children placed 
out of home so these children are able to 
remain in Barton County.  

There is wonderful church support in the Great Bend area. Several of the Churches 
have become involved with the Care Portal which supports families in the community.  

The first step for a potential foster or adoptive parent is to take the TIPS-MAPP 
class. It is a free class that meets for 3 hours one day a week for 10 weeks. The goal 
of the class is to prepare individuals and families to make an informed decision about 
becoming foster, adopt or foster/adoptive families.  

Saint Francis Community services hosts classes throughout the year in Great Bend.  
The next class is scheduled for January 8th, starting at 6 p.m. The classes will be held 
at Saint Mark’s Lutheran Church 2101 Jackson Street. If you are interested in signing 
up for a class or would like more information please contact Marla Baumann 785-476-
8501 or John Young 620-615-1063.

Club 1 Fitness Offers New Year Joining Special
Club 1 Fitness in Great Bend is offering the biggest deal of the year for new gym 

memberships now through January 31st. Any new members who sign up, either 
through a corporate membership at work, or on their own at the gym will all receive $0 
initiation fees! This is a savings of $55-$110 depending on the type of membership. 

The family owned fitness facility is the area’s only complete family source for overall 
health, offering cardio and free weights equipment, indoor swimming pool, free group 
fitness classes, free childcare, indoor tennis courts, Refuel Zone smoothie bar, and 
much more. New members can sign up online at www.club1fitness.net, or by visiting 
the gym located at 3806 Broadway. Call 620-792-1366 for more details.

Barton Nursing Program Sees Test Score Jumps
Barton Community College Licensed Practical Nurse (LPN) graduates had a 100 

percent pass rate in 2017 on their National Council Licensure Examination (NCLEX) and 
the Registered Nurse (RN) graduates had an 88.89 percent pass rate on their licensure 
exams, a 44 percent increase from last year.

“My hat goes off to both the faculty and students for working hard to accomplish 
this,” Executive Director of Nursing and Healthcare Education Dr. Kathleen Kottas said. 

In 2016, the percentage of RN students who successfully completed the NCLEX-
RN exam at Barton was much lower than expected. Barton’s nursing program is 
fully accredited by the National accreditation by the Accreditation Commission for 
Education in Nursing (ACEN) which requires a minimum pass rate of 80 percent at the 
RN level. Upon receiving the results in 2016, Kottas and her faculty acted. 

“We evaluated just about everything we could and found both internal and external 
factors we believed played a role in the low pass rates,” Kottas said. “My faculty has 
worked really hard to implement changes, promote and reinforce student learning and 
working to make sure if a student did not understand the content before a unit exam 
that they comprehended it before they left the program.”

The nursing program has done a lot with remediation. They have created new 
opportunities for study sessions, classroom activities and clinical experiences all trying 
to strengthen the students’ knowledge so they can get to the end of the program as a 
stronger graduate and be successful on the NCLEX. 

“We have kept a lot of the changes in place and hope to continue this upward trend,” 
Kottas said.

Kottas knows this victory does not mean everything is perfect and plans to continue 
to make changes when and where they are needed as a part of her and her faculty’s 
commitment to the success of their students. “We are continually evaluating and 
looking at factors to influence 
students and graduates in a positive 
way everywhere from admission to 
graduation,” she said. Learn more at 
www.bartonccc.edu.

Discussion topics will focus on: 

• What soft skills and technical skills 
are necessary for students to be 
college and career ready?

• How do we give students hands-
on experience in your field 
of expertise? What do these 
opportunities look like?

• How can we get students to 
stay and work in Barton and 
surrounding counties?

Agenda for the Event: 

• 6:00 PM - Networking & 
Appetizers in the Commons Area

• 6:30 PM - Opening Introductions & 
Presentation

• 7:00 PM - Breakout Sessions with 
CTE Instructors



 
    

622 McKinley in Great Bend   (620) 792-1265

Meet Our Vets
Dr. Ty Brunswig
Expert in Bovine Reproduction
2nd Generation Veterinarian

Played FHSU Football & Chosen for Shrine Bowl
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HIGHLIGHTED EVENTS IN JANUARY
4…Chamber Coffee: Habitat for Humanity: Barton County Area, Spray-Holt Family Board 

Room, 1125 Williams St. @ 9 a.m.
4… Ribbon Cutting, Dilly & Doc Studio, 1119 Main St. @ 10 a.m.
7… GBCT Auditions “Deathtrap”, Crest Theatre, 1905 Lakin Ave. @ 2 p.m.
8… Touched By Cancer Support Group, Heartland Cancer Center, 204 Cleveland @ 4 p.m.
8… Saint Francis TIPS-MAPP Kick-off, Saint Mark’s Lutheran Church, 2101 Jackson St. 

@ 6 p.m.
8… GBCT Auditions “Deathtrap”, Crest Theatre, 1905 Lakin Ave. @ 7 p.m.
9… Dine for Dolly, Freddy’s Frozen Custard, 3008 10th St. @ 10:30 a.m. – 10 p.m.
11… Chamber Coffee: Yoga Central of Great Bend, 6003 10th St. @ 9 a.m.
11...Business After Hours: Keller Real Estate Agency, Knights of Columbus, 5 p.m.
11… Dilly & Doc Chalk Paint 101 Class, 1119 Main St. @ 7 p.m.
13… Relay for Life of Barton County 2018 Kickoff, Knights of Columbus, 723 Main @ 9 a.m.
15… County Commission Meeting, Barton County Courthouse, 1400 Main Room 106 @ 

9 a.m.
16… Central Kansas Partnership Meeting, Barton County Health Department, 1300 

Kansas Ave #B @ 11 a.m.
16… Dilly & Doc Chalk Paint 101 Class, 1119 Main St. @ 7 p.m.
 18... Chamber Coffee: Central Kansas CASA, Great Bend Public Library Basement, 1409 

Williams St. @ 9 a.m.
18… Dilly & Doc Pick Your Own Project, 1119 Main St. @ 7 p.m.
20… Dilly & Doc Furniture Redu, 1119 Main St. @ 10 a.m.
20... Barton County’s Got Flavor Dueling Pianos Fundraiser for Habitat for Humanity, 

Great Bend Event Center, 3007 10th St. @ 6 p.m.
25… Chamber Coffee & Ribbon Cutting: Have It Maid Cleaning Service, Chamber Office, 

1125 Williams @ 9 a.m.
18… Dilly & Doc Wood Snowman Class, 1119 Main St. @ 7 p.m.

RECURRING EVENTS:
Great Bend City Council Meetings, 1st & 3rd Mondays, City Hall, 1209 Williams @ 7:30 p.m.
Barton County Commission Meetings, Every Monday, Courthouse, Rm. 106, 9 a.m.

Habitat for Humanity Hosts Dueling Pianos Event

Harley Road King to 
be Auctioned Off at 

Sunflower Gala
Sunflower’s Charity Gala has a history 

of great auction items and this year 
will be no exception. One of the 

highlights is a 1999 Harley Davidson 
Road King. Yes, a Harley.

The blue fuel-injected Hog, with only 
39,000 miles, is in beautiful condition 

and ready to roll. It was donated 
anonymously.

Mark your calendar for Saturday, 
March 3, for a chance to bid on the 

Harley and many other great items in 
our live and silent auctions. Doors 

open at 5:30 p.m. at the Great Bend 
Events Center for the social hour. Our 
theme is “Puttin’ on the Ritz”; cost is 

$100 per plate.

Participants can count on our annual 
favorites, including hors d’oeuvres, 

wine at each table, open bar, 
basketball, putt-putt, our version of 

Deal or No Deal and the delicious 
Classic Inn meal. 

In addition, someone will take home a 
one-third-karat diamond during the 

Diamond & Champagne activity.

Mike Niedens is the auctioneer and 
Scott Donovan is emcee; Emma Bieker 

will entertain at the keyboard.

For more information about 
sponsorships, and how to donate time 
or auction items, call 620-792-1325.

Barton County’s Got Flavor is coming back in 2018, 
with special guests, Colorado Keys, returning for a 
second year! On Saturday, January 20, 2018, Habitat 
for Humanity for Barton County will play host to a 
great night of food prepared by our contestants, 
followed up with what promises to be a night full of 
unforgettable entertainment!

Held at the Great Bend Events Center, this 
fundraiser will feature food tastings from 6:30-7:15 p.m., followed by the high energy, 
dueling piano entertainers from the Colorado Keys at 7:30 p.m. 

YOU be the judge...
Guests will have the opportunity to taste a variety of food prepared by local volunteer 

chefs. Event attendees are the judges and will vote for their favorite dish. The winning 
teams will receive a trophy and cold hard cash.

Tickets are $25 each for the tastings and the dueling piano show. The dinner and cash 
bar is available for adults only, with tickets limited to the first 150 people. Tickets for the 
dueling piano show by itself are available for $15 per person.

For more information or to reserve tickets, contact us at habitatbartoncounty@
hotmail.com or send a message through the Habitat for Humanity: Barton County Area 
Facebook page. Tickets are also available for purchase at the Great Bend Chamber of 
Commerce, 1125 Williams, Great Bend, KS.

About Habitat for Humanity:
Habitat for Humanity has been in Barton County since 2001. Our non-profit 

organization gives a hand up, not a hand out. All the donations we receive are used to 
build or remodel homes for our partner families, who then purchase the home through a 
zero-interest, 25-year mortgage. The houses cost less because they are built with 
volunteer labor and donated materials, and because the partner families do not pay 
interest, home ownership is much more affordable than in the private market. In 
addition, the funds collected in mortgage payments can be re-used to help another 
family in Barton County.

Barton CDC Kids Support Campus Food Pantry
Children who attend the 

Barton Child Development 
Center (CDC) help staff 
transport donated food items 
to the recently opened Cougar 
Pantry on campus at Barton 
Community College on Friday. 
The food was donated largely 
by staff and the parents of the 
children at the CDC. 

The pantry is intended to 
help alleviate food insecurity 
among Barton students. It 
comes at a good time when 
some students are unable to return home for the 
holiday break and will not have access to the cafeteria, 
which is closed until January 8. 

Barton faculty and staff also volunteer time and 
energy to host a potluck for students who return to 
campus for athletic commitments before break is over.

Reserve Tickets Now: www.greatbend.org
Or contact the Chamber Staff: 620-792-2401
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Classic Inn Restaurant
How the American Dream Led to a Local Classic
W hen Linh Reiter came to the United States, she tried a little Chinese food. It 

didn’t take too many bites for her to realize she could use her knowledge to 
create more authentic and tasty menus.

And now, 42 years later, the Vietnam native is still operating a restaurant in 
Great Bend. She owns the Classic Inn, 230 S. Patton Road, where she has been 
attracting customers since 1987. “I have lived in Singapore, Hong Kong, The 
Philippines and Thailand,” Reiter said. “I know how good oriental food is made 
and how it should taste.

“I love food,” she continued. “I don’t drink; I don’t smoke. But I do have this 
love for food and want to share it with others.”

Prior to the Classic Inn, Reiter operated the Oriental Restaurant in the 2000 
block of Forest and at 10th and Washington. She also spent a year in the kitchen 
of the old Holiday Inn on West 10th Street.

While Reiter and her team of chefs use the same spices and herbs as others, 
“it is the way we put them together that is a little bit different,” she said, 
indicating her dishes are a blend of Vietnamese, Chinese and other Asian cuisines.

And then there is the Saturday night prime rib. On a recent evening during hunting season, Classic Inn served five, 15-pound prime ribs. 
On the usual Saturday night, she carves “only” three. “They always ask me how an Asian restaurant can make such good prime rib,” Reiter 
laughed. “Whether it’s oriental food or prime rib, people start lining up. They say I must put a drug in my food to keep them coming back.”

A number of customers also get their fix at the lunch buffet, which she started after noticing many Chinese restaurants offer this 
convenience. “Our buffet is popular because it is fresh. I don’t want a buffet to sit around for hours. It has to be fresh. You could make another 

one for dinner but we don’t have enough people for that.”

In addition to the dining area, Classic Inn has two rent-free private rooms for civic 
organizations and other groups. One seats 40, the other 20. Currently, the groups using the 
rooms include the Lions Club, Pilot Club, The Shriners, Rotary Club, N.A.C.E., a book club 
and the local bar association. “We don’t charge rent, just the food costs,” Reiter noted. “It 
is better to have the rooms in use than leaving them sit vacant because of rental costs. 
When you charge rent, you are not filling the rooms.”

A large majority of lunch customers choose the buffet but the 
menu is available with some American selections. However, the 
buffet includes American favorites such as chicken wings and 
meatballs, with an oriental twist.

In addition to the day-to-day offerings, Classic Inn also caters 
to crowds that attract at least 100 people, such as the Sunflower 
Diversified Services Charity Gala and the Chamber of Commerce 
banquet.

Many home cooks may be surprised to hear Reiter’s reason for 
catering only to large groups. “If you are going to cook for 10 people, 
it might as well be 100, considering the containers and the labor. It’s 
the same thing.”

In the beginning, Reiter had about 10 employees – all family 
members. Today, there are 15; she and her husband, Bob, are the 
only two family members. She gives much credit to her team for the 
Classic Inn’s success over the years.

“I treat my staff right and I treat the customers right,” she said. 
“Great Bend is my home. I have lived here longer than I did in 
Vietnam. Great Bend has helped me a lot and it has been good for 
business.”

Before getting into the full-time restaurant business, Reiter 
worked at the Petroleum Club and Social & Rehabilitation Services, 
both formerly of Great Bend.

Her background also includes setting up the food-and-beverage 
service at two casinos – 4 Bears in New Town, N.D., and Morongo 
Casino & Resort in Cabazon, Ca. Reiter won a merit award for 
being Business Woman of the Year from the Kansas Department of 
Commerce. “I have always worked hard. It takes the same amount of 
time to do a bad job as it does to do a good job. Actually, it takes more 
time to do a bad job because you have to go back and fix it.”

Reiter acknowledged there were some struggles early on. “Being a 
woman and a foreigner in business was kind of tough,” she recalled. 
“We had to face a lot of challenges. But we have overcome them. I 
am a survivor.”

The Trip of a Lifetime
In 2017, Linh Reiter was one of 19 family members to visit 

Vietnam, where she lived in an orphanage and was later adopted. 
Her grandson suggested the trip after earning his degree in 
electrical/mechanical engineering. 

“This is what he wanted,” Reiter said, noting she is proud of 
her five children and the rest of her family. “The trip to Vietnam 
was a good education for all of us. My kids and grandkids refer to 
it as the trip of a lifetime. We saw an old woman and a young boy 
selling fruit and other items along the road. It is very hard there 
and you can’t find work. This is why America is great; you have 
opportunities.”

The good thing about a large group is “you get your own tour 
bus. They treat you like kings. They hope tourists will come.”
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HIGHLIGHTED EVENTS IN JANUARY
4…Chamber Coffee: Habitat for Humanity: Barton County Area, Spray-Holt Family Board 

Room, 1125 Williams St. @ 9 a.m.
4… Ribbon Cutting, Dilly & Doc Studio, 1119 Main St. @ 10 a.m.
7… GBCT Auditions “Deathtrap”, Crest Theatre, 1905 Lakin Ave. @ 2 p.m.
8… Touched By Cancer Support Group, Heartland Cancer Center, 204 Cleveland @ 4 p.m.
8… Saint Francis TIPS-MAPP Kick-off, Saint Mark’s Lutheran Church, 2101 Jackson St. 

@ 6 p.m.
8… GBCT Auditions “Deathtrap”, Crest Theatre, 1905 Lakin Ave. @ 7 p.m.
9… Dine for Dolly, Freddy’s Frozen Custard, 3008 10th St. @ 10:30 a.m. – 10 p.m.
11… Chamber Coffee: Yoga Central of Great Bend, 6003 10th St. @ 9 a.m.
11...Business After Hours: Keller Real Estate Agency, Knights of Columbus, 5 p.m.
11… Dilly & Doc Chalk Paint 101 Class, 1119 Main St. @ 7 p.m.
13… Relay for Life of Barton County 2018 Kickoff, Knights of Columbus, 723 Main @ 9 a.m.
15… County Commission Meeting, Barton County Courthouse, 1400 Main Room 106 @ 

9 a.m.
16… Central Kansas Partnership Meeting, Barton County Health Department, 1300 

Kansas Ave #B @ 11 a.m.
16… Dilly & Doc Chalk Paint 101 Class, 1119 Main St. @ 7 p.m.
 18... Chamber Coffee: Central Kansas CASA, Great Bend Public Library Basement, 1409 

Williams St. @ 9 a.m.
18… Dilly & Doc Pick Your Own Project, 1119 Main St. @ 7 p.m.
20… Dilly & Doc Furniture Redu, 1119 Main St. @ 10 a.m.
20... Barton County’s Got Flavor Dueling Pianos Fundraiser for Habitat for Humanity, 

Great Bend Event Center, 3007 10th St. @ 6 p.m.
25… Chamber Coffee & Ribbon Cutting: Have It Maid Cleaning Service, Chamber Office, 

1125 Williams @ 9 a.m.
18… Dilly & Doc Wood Snowman Class, 1119 Main St. @ 7 p.m.

RECURRING EVENTS:
Great Bend City Council Meetings, 1st & 3rd Mondays, City Hall, 1209 Williams @ 7:30 p.m.
Barton County Commission Meetings, Every Monday, Courthouse, Rm. 106, 9 a.m.

Habitat for Humanity Hosts Dueling Pianos Event

Harley Road King to 
be Auctioned Off at 

Sunflower Gala
Sunflower’s Charity Gala has a history 

of great auction items and this year 
will be no exception. One of the 

highlights is a 1999 Harley Davidson 
Road King. Yes, a Harley.

The blue fuel-injected Hog, with only 
39,000 miles, is in beautiful condition 

and ready to roll. It was donated 
anonymously.

Mark your calendar for Saturday, 
March 3, for a chance to bid on the 

Harley and many other great items in 
our live and silent auctions. Doors 

open at 5:30 p.m. at the Great Bend 
Events Center for the social hour. Our 
theme is “Puttin’ on the Ritz”; cost is 

$100 per plate.

Participants can count on our annual 
favorites, including hors d’oeuvres, 

wine at each table, open bar, 
basketball, putt-putt, our version of 

Deal or No Deal and the delicious 
Classic Inn meal. 

In addition, someone will take home a 
one-third-karat diamond during the 

Diamond & Champagne activity.

Mike Niedens is the auctioneer and 
Scott Donovan is emcee; Emma Bieker 

will entertain at the keyboard.

For more information about 
sponsorships, and how to donate time 
or auction items, call 620-792-1325.

Barton County’s Got Flavor is coming back in 2018, 
with special guests, Colorado Keys, returning for a 
second year! On Saturday, January 20, 2018, Habitat 
for Humanity for Barton County will play host to a 
great night of food prepared by our contestants, 
followed up with what promises to be a night full of 
unforgettable entertainment!

Held at the Great Bend Events Center, this 
fundraiser will feature food tastings from 6:30-7:15 p.m., followed by the high energy, 
dueling piano entertainers from the Colorado Keys at 7:30 p.m. 

YOU be the judge...
Guests will have the opportunity to taste a variety of food prepared by local volunteer 

chefs. Event attendees are the judges and will vote for their favorite dish. The winning 
teams will receive a trophy and cold hard cash.

Tickets are $25 each for the tastings and the dueling piano show. The dinner and cash 
bar is available for adults only, with tickets limited to the first 150 people. Tickets for the 
dueling piano show by itself are available for $15 per person.

For more information or to reserve tickets, contact us at habitatbartoncounty@
hotmail.com or send a message through the Habitat for Humanity: Barton County Area 
Facebook page. Tickets are also available for purchase at the Great Bend Chamber of 
Commerce, 1125 Williams, Great Bend, KS.

About Habitat for Humanity:
Habitat for Humanity has been in Barton County since 2001. Our non-profit 

organization gives a hand up, not a hand out. All the donations we receive are used to 
build or remodel homes for our partner families, who then purchase the home through a 
zero-interest, 25-year mortgage. The houses cost less because they are built with 
volunteer labor and donated materials, and because the partner families do not pay 
interest, home ownership is much more affordable than in the private market. In 
addition, the funds collected in mortgage payments can be re-used to help another 
family in Barton County.

Barton CDC Kids Support Campus Food Pantry
Children who attend the 

Barton Child Development 
Center (CDC) help staff 
transport donated food items 
to the recently opened Cougar 
Pantry on campus at Barton 
Community College on Friday. 
The food was donated largely 
by staff and the parents of the 
children at the CDC. 

The pantry is intended to 
help alleviate food insecurity 
among Barton students. It 
comes at a good time when 
some students are unable to return home for the 
holiday break and will not have access to the cafeteria, 
which is closed until January 8. 

Barton faculty and staff also volunteer time and 
energy to host a potluck for students who return to 
campus for athletic commitments before break is over.

Reserve Tickets Now: www.greatbend.org
Or contact the Chamber Staff: 620-792-2401
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The Great Bend Chamber, in partnership 
with Kansas WorkforceONE and GBHS, 
would like to introduce you to the 1st 
Annual Building Bridges – Great Bend!  
Scheduled for Tuesday, February 20th 

at 7pm at Great Bend High School, this 
is an event that has been presented in 

numerous communities across our area 
to bring Business/Industry, Economic 

Development, Workforce Development 
and Education together. This program 
is proven to help identify what schools 

should be teaching the students in 
effort to prepare them to be a viable 

part of our workforce.  

Here’s where we need YOUR help - 
the event is only successful if business 

leaders like you attend and provide 
this valuable feedback to Great Bend 
High School. This event is open to all 
professionals working in the area; it 
is not limited business owners or HR 
managers. We hope you’ll take some 
time to review the insert included in 

this month’s Outlook Business Journal, 
and be on the look-out for more 
information to be sent via email. 

YOU’RE INVITED – 
First Ever Building 

Bridges Event 
Scheduled Feb. 20

Nex-Tech Photography Contest Open for Entries
Walt Disney understood the magic of 

photography, saying, “Of all our inventions for 
mass communication, pictures still speak the most 
universally understood language.” 

Being a locally-produced publication, the Central 
Kansas Nex-Tech Directory wants to communicate 
something special about the essence of central Kansas using a photograph for the 
cover of the 2018 directory. The image selected will win $300!

The Cover Photo Contest for the Central Kansas Nex-Tech Directory closes on 
January 31, 2018, with winners announced in late February. Although the contest is 
not limited to residents of Kansas, the photographs submitted must have been taken 
in the directory’s coverage area, within one of the following Kansas counties:  Barton, 
Pawnee, Rice, Rush or Stafford.

Both amateur and professional photographers of any age may submit up to 5 photos 
for entry as long as they are each on individual entry forms. There is no cost to enter, 
but photos must be free of watermarks, copyrights, or other graphics, and a model 
release form is required for any people in the photo.

Spend your summer selecting or capturing great images and submit them for a 
chance to win $300 and have your photo on the cover of the 2018 Central Kansas Nex-
Tech Directory. For detailed rules and guidelines and to enter your photo, visit www.
nex-tech.com/PhotoContest today. 

Catholic Charities Offers Infant Adoption Class
For couples struggling to start a family, there 

is hope. There are selfless birthparents looking 
for couples who can offer a better life for their 
child than they are able to provide. To help couples 
navigate the adoption process, Catholic Charities is 
offering an Infant Adoption Orientation on January 
12, 2018 from 1 to 3 at the Newman Center, 236 
San Jose, Dodge City KS.  

“Catholic Charities is committed to providing education and support for birthparents 
as they create an adoption plan, and for couples who want to adopt,” said Lori 
Titsworth, Adoption Social Worker. “So many times, people are interested in adoption 
but believe it is too expensive, there is a long waiting list, or they misunderstand open 
infant adoption. We encourage couples who want to learn more about adoption to join 
us for this educational opportunity. You won’t be sorry.”

Catholic Charities of Southwest Kansas is part of a national Catholic Charity network 
that has been looking after the needs of children, parents and families for more than 
100 years. Catholic Charities is licensed by the State of Kansas Department of Health 
and Environment to place children in safe homes, and has been providing adoption 
services in southwest Kansas for more than 50 years. For more information about 
adoption services at Catholic Charities, or this adoption orientation series, contact Lori 
Titsworth at ltitsworth@CatholicCharitiesSWKS.org, or by phone at 620-792-1393.

St. Francis Encourages Community to Foster
Have you ever thought about becoming 

a Foster Parent? The need is great and 
the rewards are many. Currently we need 
22 more families in Great Bend that are 
willing to provide care to children placed 
out of home so these children are able to 
remain in Barton County.  

There is wonderful church support in the Great Bend area. Several of the Churches 
have become involved with the Care Portal which supports families in the community.  

The first step for a potential foster or adoptive parent is to take the TIPS-MAPP 
class. It is a free class that meets for 3 hours one day a week for 10 weeks. The goal 
of the class is to prepare individuals and families to make an informed decision about 
becoming foster, adopt or foster/adoptive families.  

Saint Francis Community services hosts classes throughout the year in Great Bend.  
The next class is scheduled for January 8th, starting at 6 p.m. The classes will be held 
at Saint Mark’s Lutheran Church 2101 Jackson Street. If you are interested in signing 
up for a class or would like more information please contact Marla Baumann 785-476-
8501 or John Young 620-615-1063.

Club 1 Fitness Offers New Year Joining Special
Club 1 Fitness in Great Bend is offering the biggest deal of the year for new gym 

memberships now through January 31st. Any new members who sign up, either 
through a corporate membership at work, or on their own at the gym will all receive $0 
initiation fees! This is a savings of $55-$110 depending on the type of membership. 

The family owned fitness facility is the area’s only complete family source for overall 
health, offering cardio and free weights equipment, indoor swimming pool, free group 
fitness classes, free childcare, indoor tennis courts, Refuel Zone smoothie bar, and 
much more. New members can sign up online at www.club1fitness.net, or by visiting 
the gym located at 3806 Broadway. Call 620-792-1366 for more details.

Barton Nursing Program Sees Test Score Jumps
Barton Community College Licensed Practical Nurse (LPN) graduates had a 100 

percent pass rate in 2017 on their National Council Licensure Examination (NCLEX) and 
the Registered Nurse (RN) graduates had an 88.89 percent pass rate on their licensure 
exams, a 44 percent increase from last year.

“My hat goes off to both the faculty and students for working hard to accomplish 
this,” Executive Director of Nursing and Healthcare Education Dr. Kathleen Kottas said. 

In 2016, the percentage of RN students who successfully completed the NCLEX-
RN exam at Barton was much lower than expected. Barton’s nursing program is 
fully accredited by the National accreditation by the Accreditation Commission for 
Education in Nursing (ACEN) which requires a minimum pass rate of 80 percent at the 
RN level. Upon receiving the results in 2016, Kottas and her faculty acted. 

“We evaluated just about everything we could and found both internal and external 
factors we believed played a role in the low pass rates,” Kottas said. “My faculty has 
worked really hard to implement changes, promote and reinforce student learning and 
working to make sure if a student did not understand the content before a unit exam 
that they comprehended it before they left the program.”

The nursing program has done a lot with remediation. They have created new 
opportunities for study sessions, classroom activities and clinical experiences all trying 
to strengthen the students’ knowledge so they can get to the end of the program as a 
stronger graduate and be successful on the NCLEX. 

“We have kept a lot of the changes in place and hope to continue this upward trend,” 
Kottas said.

Kottas knows this victory does not mean everything is perfect and plans to continue 
to make changes when and where they are needed as a part of her and her faculty’s 
commitment to the success of their students. “We are continually evaluating and 
looking at factors to influence 
students and graduates in a positive 
way everywhere from admission to 
graduation,” she said. Learn more at 
www.bartonccc.edu.

Discussion topics will focus on: 

• What soft skills and technical skills 
are necessary for students to be 
college and career ready?

• How do we give students hands-
on experience in your field 
of expertise? What do these 
opportunities look like?

• How can we get students to 
stay and work in Barton and 
surrounding counties?

Agenda for the Event: 

• 6:00 PM - Networking & 
Appetizers in the Commons Area

• 6:30 PM - Opening Introductions & 
Presentation

• 7:00 PM - Breakout Sessions with 
CTE Instructors



April 4-6, 2018
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April 4th  9 a.m. to 5 p.m.
April 5th  9 a.m. to 7 p.m.
April 6th  9 a.m. to 4 p.m.
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space today!
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People on the Move - New Hires, Promotions & News
Just In Time Remodeling Welcomes Anthony Broeder

Just In Time Remodeling is pleased to introduce Anthony Broeder 
as the newest member of their team. A native of Hoisington, Broeder 
has several years of experience in the construction trade, working 
both in residential remodeling as well as in investment properties.

“We are excited to have Anthony helping us remodel kitchens and 
bathrooms in Central Kansas,” says Justin Mawhirter, owner. “He has 
a passion for impressive transformations, and the skills to make it 
happen.”

Broeder has been on board part time since late November, as he is 
finishing out the season as the head coach of the Hoisington men’s 
basketball team. In mid January, Broeder will be full time with Just In 
Time Remodeling.

The locally owned company specializes in kitchens and bathrooms, 
but they can also remodel other rooms for homeowners within a 20 
mile radius of Great Bend. For more information or to request a quote, visit their website: www.
justintimeremodeling.com. Customers can also reach Mawhirter by phone at 620-617-1714 or 
find the Just In Time Remodeling page on Facebook.

More Opportunities to Create in Great Bend
Since opening in March of 2015, Brick 

Alley Creative Studio has welcomed over 
400 guests to their small studio for art 
classes, craft nights, chalk paint demos, 
and more. In the New Year, the concept 
of Brick Alley will multiply with the 
opening of the Dilly & Doc Studio on 
Main St in Great Bend. 

The mother-daughter duo of Andrea 
Bauer & Phyllis Brack started Brick Alley 
together in 2015 and are excited about 
providing Great Bend with more 
opportunities at both spaces in 2018. 
Classes at both locations bring people 
together in a social environment and flex their attendee’s creative muscles as they are 
guided, step-by-step, through a project. Moving forward, Brick Alley will focus on canvas 
painting classes while Dilly & Doc Studio will offer a variety of craft classes, wood 
projects, chalk paint, and more.  The larger space at Dilly & Doc provides opportunity for 
bigger classes and bigger projects.

“Think furniture…” said Brack, owner of Dilly & Doc, “for example, in our studio we will 
be able to teach 101 classes for how to use chalk paint, but we’ll also have the space for 
people to bring their own furniture pieces to rejuvenate & repurpose.” 

Speaking to the positive benefits of creativity, Bauer said, “Creative outlets are good 
for our community! When attendees gather around a table to paint, it’s the laughter, 
relationships, stress relief and fun that we see as the most important product… and of 
course, the art is beautiful too!” 

For more information, you can find both businesses on Facebook or through the 
Chamber’s online membership directory. 

Barton County Young Professionals Spotlight
In December, the Barton County Young 

Professionals gathered for their annual 
“Party with a Purpose” event, which 
doubles as a volunteer project as well as a 
social event. This year’s sponsors, Straub 
International and Central Kansas Whitetails, 
hosted the event in the hunting lodge that 
serves as home base for the hunting guide 
company. More than 100 members of the 
BCYP group attended, and each person 
brought donations of pajamas, personal 
hygiene items, snacks, and books needed to 
assemble duffle bags of goodies for children 
served by Central Kansas CASA. Caitlyn Eakin, 
the Executive Director for CASA, attended and 
gave a brief overview of the nonprofit organization’s work. She also introduced several 
members of the BCYP group who are CASA volunteers.

The Barton County Young Professionals group exists to fulfill three objectives: Lead. 
Network. Volunteer. In January, the group will continue in the Volunteer piece of that 
mission by hosting a 2-hour workshop so that members can help assemble United Way 
Literacy Kits. These kits are given to students attending Kindergarten roundup events in 
the spring all over Barton and Pawnee County, to encourage early literacy and improved 
Kindergarten readiness. The event has been scheduled for Thursday, January 18th from 
5:30 - 7:30 p.m. in the Spray-Holt Family Board Room, 1125 Williams. Pizza and 
refreshments will be provided for all who volunteer. Anyone interested should visit the 
Barton County Young Professionals facebook page, or email bartonyp@gmail.com.

Shelter Insurance Welcomes Sheree Marshall
Shelter Insurance Deanna Vannoster Agency is excited to welcome 

Sheree Marshall to the team! Sheree is licensed in property/casualty 
and life/health insurance and brings 2 years of insurance experience 
to the agency. A lifelong resident of Great Bend, Sheree and her 
husband Larry own and operate Marhsall’s Towing. Sheree is standing 
by to serve your existing policy needs, quote your insurance in order 
to earn your business, or advise you of how Shelter Insurance can be 
your shield and your shelter! 

Sunflower Welcomes Lisa Milton to Board of Directors
Lisa Milton is new to the Sunflower Diversified Services Board of 

Directors but she already is “impressed with the staff and other board 
members” at the non-profit agency.

Milton, rural Hudson, is the new Stafford County board member. 
She joins other volunteers from Sunflower’s five-county service area.
The agency serves infants, toddlers and adults with developmental 
delays and disabilities in Barton, Pawnee, Rice, Rush and Stafford 
counties. Sunflower is in its 51st year.

“I have heard about Sunflower over the years and know some 
of the agency’s clients here in Stafford County,” Milton said. “Sunflower has a legacy of giving 
people many opportunities to grow and learn new ways to become productive. When Sunflower 
clients are able to work and earn a paycheck, it is so rewarding to them.”

Milton is a Great Bend High School graduate and attended Barton Community College. She 
worked for Stafford County for 28 years; she was County Treasurer for 12 years. She and her 
husband, Ivan, also farm and ranch. The Miltons have one daughter, Christa, and one son, Jacob.

“I want to use all my experiences to encourage more support for Sunflower in Stafford and 
the other four counties,” Milton commented. “I want to be part of giving clients opportunities to 
learn new skills. I know families are so pleased to see the levels of independence reached by their 
loved ones.”

Jon Prescott, Sunflower executive director, said Milton is a valuable addition to the board. 
“We are blessed to have Lisa join our agency to represent Stafford County,” Prescott said. “She 
has a caring heart for those who need a helping hand. And her many years of experience as 
Stafford County Treasurer will provide us with insight into governmental affairs at the local and 
state levels.”
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877.625.7872 • nex-tech.com

Nex-Tech-ology
The Science of Delivering 

Premium Technology Solutions

3700 10th St • 792.3908 • nex-tech.com

Welcome to Our NEW 
Chamber Members 

DILLY & DOC
Brad and Phyllis Brack, Owners

1119 Main / Great Bend, KS
(620) 786-1241
Craft-N-Things

CARR AUCTION & REAL ESTATE
909 Auction Ave / Larned, KS 67550

(620) 285-7340
www.carrauction.com

Auctioneers – Real Estate – Real Estate 
Appraisers

DOTERRA AROMATOUCH THERAPY
CATHY MORRIS, MASSAGE THERAPIST

Hoisington, KS 67544
(620) 786-4585

Massage Therapy

HARD RIGHT ROLLING BOUTIQUE
Alisha Wondra & Ruth Joiner, Owners

1407 12th / Great Bend, KS
(620) 282-2200

Retail – Gift Stores

MPIRE REALTY GROUP
Mac Holman, Realtor

551 W. 8th / Hoisington, KS 67544
620-639-1876

www.mpirerealtyks.com
Real Estate

GLEASON LANDSCAPING
Sean Gleason, Owner

5532 Eisenhower / Great Bend, KS
620-639-1876

gleasonlandscapingks@gmail.com
Landscape Design / Nurseries

SOUTH OF THE TRACKS BBQ
Chance DeForest & Logan Burns, Co-Owners

189 S US Hwy 281 / Great Bend, KS
620-617-3632

southofthetracksbbq@gmail.com
Catering

KELLER REAL ESTATE & 
INSURANCE AGENCY
Jane Saindon, Realtor

1101 Williams / Great Bend, KS
620-792-4711

www.kelleragency.com
Real Estate

Five Common New Year Organizing MistakesContinued from Page 1

Getting organized is often a resolution for 
the New Year. Typically, 2B Organized of Central 
Kansas receives calls from people needing help, a 
guiding hand and expertise for their organizing 
project. Their goal is often to create order out of 
chaos, be more productive, or to create systematic flow in their home or office. There are 
some important things to remember BEFORE tackling that organizing project!

Buying Organizing Containers First
Containers, baskets and bins play an important role in creating an organized, pretty 

and practical space. We find many people already own plenty of storage containers. We 
uncover them as we go through the process of planning and organizing a space.

Underestimating How Long It Will Take
Did you know organizing an office often takes longer than organizing a garage? 

Underestimating how long it will take to organize a space is a common mistake. The 
organizing process requires making difficult decisions about what to keep, purge or 
donate while also keeping the goal of a more organized space a priority. We can be the 
caring friend to help get through the process faster than trying to do it on your own. 

Biting Off More Than You Can Chew
When we work with clients, we often schedule a 3 hour block of time as most people 

become fatigued and can’t concentrate longer than 3-4 hours on a project. With that in 
mind, when you plan out your own projects, start small, celebrate each little WIN and then 
move on. It’s much better to pace yourself, both in a single organizing session, and as part 
of your overall organizing plan. 

The Stashing Solution
People tend to “stash” as a way to quickly see results in the current space they are 

working on. Instead of “stashing”, remember the Golden Rule of Organizing....everything 
needs to have a HOME!  Once everything has an established “home” it’s easier to keep a 
space organized and you are creating long term systems that work over time.

Viewing Organizing As a One-Time Event
Many people have an unrealistic expectation that their now organized space will 

maintain that orderly look forever. To be successful at KEEPING your space organized, 
you’ll need to do maintenance!! Schedule 20 minutes at the end of every day, an hour at 
the end of every week to tackle all the “surface” clutter that occurs on a daily basis.

Now that you’re aware of the mistakes that most people make when organizing their 
space, you’ll be better prepared to tackle your next big organizing project!!  But if you find 
yourself feeling overwhelmed by the process or don’t know where to begin, or perhaps 
you need a caring helping hand to guide you, contact 2B Organized of Central Kansas to 
schedule a consultation. We can listen and help you decide the BEST way to conquer your 
clutter once and for all. Owner Sonya Rein can be reached at 620-617-8195.

Mind Sculpt Games Welcomes Winter to Team
Mind Sculpt Games, located at 1401 N Main in Great Bend 

KS, would like to introduce their newest employee, Dayton 
Winter. Dayton graduated from the honors program at 
Sterling College with a Psychology Degree and will help Mind 
Sculpt Games drive their mission of creating community and 
healthy relationships through face to face interactive games. 
Dayton and his wife Emily, who works as a teacher assistant at 
Lincoln Elementary, have recently relocated to the community.

Offering expanded hours in 2018, Mind Sculpt Games is 
open Monday - Friday 12 p.m. to 9 p.m. and Saturdays 12 
p.m. to 6 p.m. Mind Sculpt Games is a family game store with board games, card games, 
miniatures, paints and more, set to help build community through games that build 
brains. Visit mindsculptgames.com or check them out on Facebook to find out more.

Local Art Selected for National Watercolor Exhibition
Two works by Steve Dudek, “Canna” and “Summer”, were 

accepted into the Kansas Watercolor Society National Watercolor 
Exhibition. Art student and Director 
of Student Life Diane Engle also has 
a piece in the exhibition titled, “The 
Black Pearl”. The exhibition runs 
until December 17 at the Wichita 
Center for Arts on 912 E. Central in 
Wichita. Read more: bartonccc.edu.

Keller Hosts After Hours for 50th Anniversary
Keller Real Estate & Insurance Agency Invites 

You to Their 50th Anniversary, Customer 
Appreciation & Chamber After Hours on Thursday, 
January 11th. The celebration will take place from 
5:30 to 7:30 p.m. at the Columbus Club, 723 Main 
Street, and will include door prizes, a taco bar, and 
adult beverages!

2018 Board of Directors Announced
Beginning three-year terms are Todd Armatys (Edward Jones), Jon Prescott 

(Sunflower Diversified Services), Lacey Schofield (Best Western Angus Inn), Julie Spray 
(The FieldHouse), Rick Taylor (Nex-Tech) and Pete Wesner (CUNA Mutual Retirement 
Solutions). Representing the Chamber Ambassadors in 2018 is Cindy Brooke (Heartland 
Taxes & More), and representing BCYP, Austin Coyan (ABB&B). The Executive 
Committee of the Chamber Board is designed to transition leadership smoothly. The 
2018 President is Taylor Calcara (Watkins Calcara Chtd.), 1st Vice President AJ Chrest 
(Aflac), 2nd Vice President Brandon Lawellin (Sutherlands), Immediate Past Chairman 
Paul Snapp (First Kansas Bank) and Treasurer Taylor Dirks (ABB&B). While the main 
areas of focus for the Chamber remain Advocacy for Business, Marketing & Promotion, 
Investment in the Future & Member Services, new initiatives or goals seem to emerge 
based on the leadership of the executive committee to tackle issues or enhance the 
Chamber’s role in the community. The Chamber embarks on each New Year with 
optimism and excitement for what new programs or services might emerge for their 
members.

Continuing their service on the board is Aaron Andrews (MPIRE Realty), Gaila Demel 
(UWCK), Rebecca Ford (Catholic Charities of SW KS), Casey Harbour (WATCO), Diann 
Henderson (Great Bend Rec Commission), Teresa Mazouch (Wheatland Electric), Sclie 
Murray (Murray Chiropractic Center), and Nancy Sundahl (Mary Kay Cosmetics). Ex-
Officio board members are Vicki Berryman (City Council), Khris Thexton (USD 428), 
Jennifer Schartz (BT County Commission), Dr. Carl Heilman (BCC), and Christina Hayes 
(CVB).

The Chamber also looks forward to recognizing the service and dedication of their 
retiring board members at the 96th Annual Chamber Banquet scheduled for Saturday, 
February 17th. The members who have finished their term on the board are Dennis 
Neeland (Great Bend Coop), Matt Dykes (Epoxy Poly), Megan Hammeke (BCYP & Great 
Bend Rec Commission), Rodrigo Razo (Playa Azul), Leilani Schenkel (Almost Home), 
Aaron Spanier (ILS), and Steve Swigart (Ambassadors & Sunflower Bank).
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There is a Difference.

620-792-1321
WWW.SUNFLOWERDIV.COM

Celebrating Over 51 YEARS 
of Serving People with 

Developmental Disabilities!

Early Education
Case Management   •  Disability Supports

Residential Assistance
Community Employment

Recycling & Manufacturing
General Public Transportation

Westside Market

www.greatbend.org

Exceptional Care Close to Home

Call for an appointment: 620-669-2500

Hutchinson Clinic Physicians 
Serving the Great Bend,  

Hoisington & Ellinwood Areas
GREAT BEND:

Hutchinson Clinic Great Bend / 3715 6th Street
Dr. Jamil Ahmed, Cardiologist

Tricia Gilligan, PA, Pulmonology
Natalie Williams, PA, Pulmonolgy

Dr. Curt Thompson, Interventional Radiologist

ELLINWOOD:
Ellinwood Medical Clinic / 611 N. Main

Dr. Lindsay Nordwald, OBGYN

HOISINGTON:
Clara Barton Medical Clinic / 250 W 9th St

Dr. Geoffrey Kraemer, Podiatrist
Dr. Costy Mattar, Cardiologist
Dr. Christine Sanders, OBGYN

Dr. Curt Thompson, Interventional Radiologist

www.hutchclinic.com

CHAMBER COFFEE SCHEDULE 
Every Thursday | Doors Open at 9am | Program at 9:30am 

  
January 4, 2018

HABITAT FOR HUMANITY: BARTON COUNTY AREA 
Spray Holt Family Board Room | 1125 Williams Street in Great Bend

Seeking to put God’s love into action, Habitat for Humanity brings people together to build 
homes, communities and hope. Tickets will be on sale for the “Barton County’s Got Flavor” 

fundraiser coming up January 20, 2018.

January 11, 2018
YOGA CENTRAL OF KANSAS 
6003 W. 10th Street in Great Bend

Yoga Central’s Studio Fitness Professionals, Morgan and Danielle, bring a wealth of knowledge, 
experience, and growth to Central Kansas. Join us for a variety of Yoga Classes and Pilates 

inspired classes, including POP Pilates!

January 18, 2018
CENTRAL KANSAS CASA 

Great Bend Public Library Basement | 1409 Williams Street in Great Bend
The mission of Central Kansas CASA, Inc. is to serve as an advocate for abused and neglected 
children by providing a pool of trained caring volunteers who speak for the best interest of a 

child until a safe, loving, and permanent home is found.

January 25, 2018
HAVE IT MAID CLEANING SERVICE 

Spray Holt Family Board Room | 1125 Williams Street in Great Bend 
Have it Maid Cleaning Service provides professional, reliable cleaning for homes and businesses 

in the Great Bend area. We offer several different plans to fit every budget, and residential 
customers can choose between weekly or bi-weekly contracts.  

Give us a call for a free consultation: 620-805-3095. “You CAN Have it Maid!”

February 1, 2018
SHOE SENSATION 

3407 10th Street in Great Bend
We LOVE Shoes!!!  Our mission at Shoe Sensation, Inc. is to provide quality and brand name 

footwear for the entire family. From toddlers to seniors, our large selection of shoes has 
something for everyone as the typical Shoe Sensation will showcase over 10,000 pairs of the 

latest styles.

® 3307 10th Street  •  Great Bend, KS 67530

McDonald’s 
is providing coffee for Chamber of Commerce coffees.

Continued on Page 2

Todd ArmatysAaron Andrews

Taylor Dirks, 
Treasurer

Julie Spray

Brandon Lawellin, 
2nd Vice

AJ Chrest,  
Vice Chair

Casey HarbourRebecca FordGaila DemelAustin CoyanCindy Brooke

Nancy SundahlLacey SchofieldJon PrescottSclie Murray

With the changing of the calendar year 
comes a change in leadership and new 
goals for the Great Bend Chamber of 
Commerce & E.D. Board of Directors. The 
Chamber welcomes eight new members 
to its diverse board, representing a wide 
range of industries and backgrounds. 

Teresa Mazouch

Taylor Calcara, Chair

2018Board of Directors  
Set, Officers Elected

Paul Snapp, 
Past Chair

Diann Henderson

Vicki Berryman 
City of Great Bend

Khris Thexton 
USD 428

Jennifer Schartz 
Barton County

Dr. Carl Heilman 
BCC

Christina Hayes 
Visitors Bureau

Ex-Officio

Pete Wesner
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